








































































































































































































































































































2. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

2.7 Other Required Setbacks

There may be instances where additional setbacks for livestock facilities and anaerobic digesters are required
under other legislation. For example, setbacks may be required for anaerobic digesters by O. Reg. 267/03
under the Nutrient Management Act, 2002. In instances where other setbacks are required by law, the greater
setback would normally apply, except where the relevant statute or regulation provides otherwise.

2.8 The MDS Software

To assist in the calculation of MDS setbacks, OMAFRA has developed a new software program — Ontario
Agricultural Planning Tools Suite (“AgriSuite”) for use with this MDS Document.

As of March 1, 2017, the 2006 MDS software (Version 1.0.2), or earlier versions, distributed by OMAFRA

are no longer considered the current version for purposes of calculating MDS setbacks. Instead, a new
version is available through OMAFRA's website (ontario.ca/omafra) and can be used as a web application or
downloaded and installed. Any subsequent software updates will automatically be available when the user
has online connectivity. It is the sole responsibility of the person using this MDS Document and the AgriSuite
software to verify the accuracy and correctness of the data and information used. OMAFRA is not responsible
for errors due to inaccurate or incorrect data or information, mistakes in calculation, errors arising out of
modification of the software or errors arising out of incorrect inputting of data. Verify all data and calculations
before acting on them.

2.9 Additional Information

When a neighbour is bothered by what they perceive as abnormal odours, noise, dust, light, vibration, smoke
or flies, they should first try resolving the matter by speaking with the farmer believed to be creating the
nuisance. If further mediation is still necessary, neighbours or farmers can contact OMAFRA’s Agricultural
Information Contact Centre at 1-877-424-1300 or by email at ag.info.omafra@ontario.ca. The Contact Centre
will arrange for the appropriate OMAFRA staff person to contact the parties and facilitate a conflict resolution
process. For those issues that cannot be resolved through mediation, the Normal Farm Practices Protection
Board, established under the Farming and Food Production Protection Act, 1998, provides a forum for
complaint resolution.
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